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last essay of the kind, as you will see by the
^ Poet's progress." These fragments? if my
design succeeds, are but a small part of the in-
tended whole. I propose it shall be the work
of my utmost exertions ripened by years: of
course I do not wish it much known. The
fragment, beginning " A little, upright, pert,
tart," See. I have not shewn to man Iiving5
till now I send it you. It forms the postulataf
the axioms, the definition of a character, which?
if It appear at all, shall be placed In a variety
of lights. This particular part I send you
merely as a sample of my hand at portrait-
sketching; but lest Idle conjecture should pre-
tend to point out the original, please let it be
for your single, sole inspection,

Need I make any apology for this trouble
to a gentleman who has treated me with such
marked benevolence and peculiar kindness;
who has entered into my interests with so
much zeal, and on whose critical decisions I
can so fully depend ? A poet as I am by trade5
these decisions to me are of the last conse-
quence. My late transient acquaintance among
some of the mere rank and file of greatness, I
resign with ease; but to the distinguished.
champions of genius and learning, I shall be
ever ambitious of being known. The native

genius